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HELPING ANIMALS IN RUSSIA
overview

1. There is no animal welfare legislation.
2. The concept of animal welfare is not publicly
recognised. There is no education on animal welfare
in schools or as part of veterinary education. This
ignorance causes prejudice and indifference which
results in suffering and death of many animals.
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3. There are hundreds of thousands if not millions of

abandoned, unwanted cats and dogs and the numbers
keep going up. Parents buy cute little puppies and
kittens for their children “to play with” and discard them
when the pet has started causing inconvenience or
when the holiday period is over. Parents do not realise
that it will teach children the opposite of responsibility
and care. These abandoned animals endure terrible
suffering and die from starvation, diseases, sub-zero
temperatures, human cruelty and indifference.

4. There is no culture of sterilisation, vaccination or
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de-worming of pets
which causes IN
diseases
and pet
overpopulation. Instead, many oppose sterilisation
based on misconceived ideas about pet needs,
ignorance and selfishness.

5. Pet breeding and pet trade are unregulated. Pets
are bred for profit and animal welfare issues are often
overlooked for the sake of achieving higher profit. So
overpopulation increases.
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6. Mass poisoning of dogs by members of the public
(they are called “dog hunters”) is very common. Poison
is laid out in public places such as parks and streets.
Pets and strays die in agony which can take hours. Dogs
are killed by dog hunters in other horrible ways too.

HELPING
ANIMALS
INofRUSSIA
7. Cats are sealed
in the basements
apartment blocks
by municipal authorities. They die of starvation, thirst
and lack of air. Those that are freed by members of the
public have nowhere to go. Basements are the only
warm shelter stray cats can have in cold winters.

8. Exotic animals keep being smuggled into Russia only
to be kept in terrible conditions for human fun. Such pet
owners treat these animals as trophies and have no
knowledge or concern for their needs.

9. Zoos are out of date with hundreds, even thousands
of animals being kept in poor conditions without any
resemblance to their natural habitat just for the sake
of transient human amusement. Animals suffer terribly
and such zoos. The value of conservation and research
functions in such zoos is questionable.
10. Wild animals are used in circuses for mass
entertainment where their will is broken by torture, fear
and starvation in order to make them perform tricks.
How else do you think a tiger, elephant or a giraffe
would let a human poke them and make them perform
acrobatics in front of a screaming crowd in bright lights?
These animals spend the rest of the time in small cages,
often without proper nutrition, day light, exercise or
stimulus to their brains and in the conditions which bear
no resemblance to their natural habitat.
11. Fur and leather trade is booming regardless of
the fact that millions of animals are killed and tortured
including being skinned alive in order for fashion items
to be created.
12. Farm animals endure prolonged suffering by being
kept in tiny cages and crates, without day light, being
pumped with hormones and antibiotics in order to
increase production levels, being transported and killed
inhumanely.
13. A broad range of animal species suffer terribly by
being subjected to extensive laboratory research. They
are used for chemical testing in production of cosmetics,
they have metal pins inserted into their brains, they
have their eyes sewn in, they have surgeries without
anaesthetic, etc
14. Poaching and illegal trade in “hunting trophies” (such
as skins and other parts of wild and mostly protected
animals) is rife. Bears and tigers are killed every year.
Their cubs also get killed or die as a result of loosing
their mothers or being sold to poorly run zoos.
15. There is no significant presence of international
animal welfare organisations in Russia.
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Stray animals in Russia

In 2006 in some cities of Russia, such as Moscow and
Ekaterinburg, under the pressure of animal protection
activists the city authorities changed their policy on
dealing with stray dogs. The dogs are now caught in
a humane way and instead of being killed, they are
sterilised and placed in municipal shelters for life.
However, this programme is deeply flawed and provides
cover to corrupt dealings.
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Municipalities allocate substantial budgets towards
catching and maintenance of dogs in shelters. There
are separate tender processes for companies which
want to catch dogs and for those which want to manage
municipal shelters. It is big business. It is not easy to
win such tenders – participants are required to put
up substantial financial security. Payments of bribes
to facilitate a favourable result are not uncommon.
Participants in such tenders are not animal lovers – they
have no interest in the welfare of the dogs. Dogs are
a commodity to them. Sadly, most of municipal budget
money never reaches the dogs.
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Due to corruption, lack of care and knowledge dogs live
in very poor conditions which causes them suffering and
in some places premature and painful death:
1. There are hundreds and sometimes thousands of
dogs in one rescue centres – this means there are
high levels of noise, animal stress and inevitably
epidemics
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2. Dogs are kept in small overcrowded kennels sometimes 5 – 12 dogs to a kennel. They have no
access or limited access to a run and often fight inside
their kennels or in bigger groups in a small walking
area. Weaker, more vulnerable dogs often get killed.
	
3. The kennels have no comforts and no heating. Some
managing companies buy hay which is put in small
sleeping areas inside the kennels so that the dogs
can snuggle up together in hay and hopefully survive
severe winters. However, many do not do that and
dogs freeze to death.
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4. There is only a couple of staff for hundreds of dogs.
They are often people who cannot find jobs anywhere
else. They do not care about dogs, know nothing
about their needs, are often lazy and cruel. Dogs’
kennels do not get cleaned regularly.

	 The floors are usually wooden which means that
dogs always live in their own filth – their urine and
faeces get stuck between get and engrained in
the floor boards. Anti-sanitary conditions cause
frequent epidemics.
	5.The dogs have poor nutrition. Even in reasonably
well managed municipal rescue centres the diet
is not varied, dry biscuits freeze in winter, the
dogs often knock their bucket of food over and the
food gets mixed up with their own filth. The dogs
are often dehydrated – in late autumn their water
freezes over, in winter they often do not get enough
snow to keep them hydrated.
	6. Tender requirements usually provide that there
must be a vet present at the shelter. However,
the vets employed are usually uneducated vet
technicians with little competence or experience,
no empathy for animals and they often use
barbaric methods in dealing with the animals. For
example, in one shelter we have visited a vet used
to stitch up infected dogs’ wounds without treating
them first, before they healed and without any
anaesthetic. It never occurred to him that a dog
might feel pain!
	7. There is no allocation in the municipal budget
for treatment of dogs by proper vets outside the
centre. So once collected in one place, the dogs
are left to suffer and die if they get ill or injured.
A high percentage of dogs arrive at the centre ill
and traumatised or get ill as a result of epidemics
and injuries. Unless we help them, they will remain
untreated and will die in agony.
	8. There is no programme or budget for socialising
and re-homing dogs. Most centres have strict
visiting hours and it is often not easy to gain
access to a centre. It sends a clear message –
visitors are not welcome.
	9. Puppies are not allowed in rescue centres. So
if a bitch at the rescue centre was not sterilised
due to an oversight, which happens sometimes,
the centre would throw puppies away or kill them
unless volunteers save them.
	10. There are no municipal programmes for stray
cats.
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If it was not for the commitment and generosity of
volunteers who help the dogs in municipal rescue
centres, many more dogs would die. Spending their own
money and time volunteer groups arrange veterinary care
for sick dogs and transportation to vet clinics, provide
the dogs with vaccines, buy hay to keep the dogs warm
in winters, provide food supplements (often hot, meat
based porridge or stew which they cook themselves for
hundreds of dogs), walk, socialise and re-home dogs,
generate some PR about the shelters including petitions
and protests in order to fight severe injustices and poor
treatment of dogs. For dogs from municipal shelters these
volunteers are the only chance they have.
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There are private rescue centres for cats and dogs in
Russia. They all exist on public donations. Some are
formally organised and some are not. Most of them
struggle and survive purely on tremendous enthusiasm
and courage of its founders. The conditions in many of
them are also very basic and often poor – not for the lack
of wanting but due to financial constraints.
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